AT    GRIPS    WITH    MOSCOW

of Mantua, and even these fell into the hands of
the Austrians. However, Napoleon, having just
returned from Egypt, reorganized the defence and
also reconstituted the Polish Legion. Within a
short time the Legion had 15,000 men fit to bear
arms. It was with this new Legion that Dombrowski
fought in Italy and Kniaziewicz in Germany, con-
tributing to the victories of Marengo and Hohen-
linde respectively.

The Poles had given their blood in vain. They
had 20,000 men available when they evolved the
plan to march, under the leadership of Kosciuszko,
through Bohemia to their native land and liberate
it from its oppressors. But the plan came to
nothing, for Napoleon in 1801 made peace at
Luneville and the Poles were not mentioned in
the treaty. Instead, the Polish warriors were sent
to fight on the Island of San Domingo, where
the climate killed the majority of them. It was
only*four years later, in 1807, that the new remnant
of the Legion was given a role of some importance.
Napoleon was then again fighting against the
Germans and gave the Poles hope of a restoration
of their country- Kosciuszko did not believe in
the realization of this hope and took no part in
the campaign. On the other hand, Dombrowski^
and Wybicki within a short time raised an army
of 20,000 foot and 16,000 horse, the so-called
Nordic Legion, which fought with Napoleou and,
in 1807, thereby achieved the establishment of
the Duchy of Warsaw, though this only survived
till i8ia* Prince Joseph Poniatowski, Prince
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